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Meeting Aug.Sth. Mr.R,Allen - Insects and Spiders. 
Meeting Sept.2nd. Or.Frank Harrap -Bird-watching in S.A. 
Excursion *Aug./th. Lake Wendouree. 

Excursion Sept.4th. Pyrenees,Percydale area. M.& B. Dowling. 
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Dates for the Diary. 
Committee meeting. 8p.m. Tues. Aug. 23rd. 
at 2119, Geelong Rd., Mt. Helen. 


WeV.F.N.C.A. Annual Camp-out meeting at Pax Hill Scout Camp. 
Aug.26th. to 28th. 


: Oct, 15th. (Saturday) Excursion. NOTE change of date from Oct.22nd. 
- Oct. 21lst.-23rd. WFVNCA (Ballarat) Camp-out. Warby Ranges, N.E.Victoria. 


IN p 
Committee Meeting Report June 25rd. 
Items discussed were:- 
1 Correspondence. ; 


2 Anchor Plant project- reports on fencing progress 


at the two sites. One section to be completed 
at Lal Lal. 

3 Award of OA to Gordon Clarke, Linton. Letter 
of congratulation to be sent to Gordon. 

4 Hazards of the Dana and Lydiard St Corner were 
discussed. Development of press reports to be 
notede 

5 Pat Murphy reported on inspection of fern site 
at Enfield with Peter Muller. Peter requests 
that members report any observed cases of law 
infringements in State Forests. 

6 Lyndsay Fink proposed that the Club might 
consider a project for growing specimens of food 
plants of the Ballarat area, for the establish 
ment of a display garden. To be investigated 
further. 


| 
7 August 26-28 campout, Pax Hill - further planning. 
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Field Reports July Meeting. 

Pat Murphy- Tall plant at foot of Loddon FajJi1s 
is Mentha australis; Epacris 
impressa (€6ommon Heath) is flowering 
strongly in local bushlands. 

Avis Barlow- /4Red Browed Finchesseen in Galah's 
cage at Mt Helen. 

Ken McDonnell=- Tawney Frogmouth at Invermay. 

Helen Burgess- Suggested that treeferns in Black 
Hill area should be referred to 
Peter Muller D.C.F.Le 

Frank Harrap- Attended half yearly wader count 
in Geelong area, Apart from waders, 
observed Pied Oyster Catchers and 
Approx. 24 Orange Bellied Parrots 
at Swan Island. 


URBAN WILDLIFE WATCH 
The Club was represented at the launching of an u.w.w. Competition 
for the Greater Ballarat Area at Blackhill on July 19th. The Minister _ 


and movement.for Conservation, Forests and Lands launched the project 
and urged all inetrested persons to participate in the recording of 
animals ssen in urban areas, thus providing important information 
on occurrence and movement. It is not necessary to enter the competition 
in order to do this. 

Organisers of the ‘Watch! have aked that participants return 
record sheets regularly (say monthly) to assist the collating process. 

Additional kits and recording sheets are available from the Club 
Secretary. ‘ 


CATERING - HELP REQUIRED! 

In hosting the camp-out (Aug. 26th. - 28th.) it is planned to 
provide supper for visitors on the Friday and Saturday evenings. Contnib- 
utions of home-baked biscuits for Friday and of sandwiches cakes, 
, etc. for Saturday will be gratefully accepted. Please bring supplies 
to the kitchen at Pax H ill Scout Camp or arrange for another member 
to collect your contribution if you are unable to attend. 


JULY MEETING Film Night with Frenk Harrap. 


The first film was of the Wandering Albatross 
"Ocean Wanderers". This film of the largest Sea 
-bird, with a wingspan of three metres or more, 
ranges effortlessly over the Southern Seas and 
visits Tasmania, Victoria, New South Wales, 

South Australia Western Australia and even into 
Queensland Waters. This great bird travels with 
remarkable ease and often follows ships and 
fishing boats, even resting on them. 

Although it is sometimes hard to identify, it 
is ,however, the most common great Albatross in 
Australian waters. 

This is the bird chosen by the RAAF. for its 
crest, it is immortalised in poetry by S.T. Cole- 
ridge. 

At length did cross an Albatross3 
Through the fog it came; 

As if it had been a Christian Soul, 
We hailed it in Gods Name. 

Apparantly early mariners held this bird in 
great awe, and a great deal of folklore was built 
around it.. \ 

For,our Younger Nats., what was the name of the 
Poems*(Pé) ( 


Our second film was "Measure For Care"'Uranium 
mining in Kekadu. 49 
 Kakadu_a brief description. 

Starting at Arnhem Land with its wild hights 
and fobidding escarpment Walls ;.across the 
Alligator River and its flood plains, even up to 
the mangrove choked shores of Van Diemens Gulf, 
this is the vast sweep of Kakadu- an immense 
area With a Netional Park of 1,300.000 Hectares 
and a biological richmess that 4s gimost beyond 
description. There are more than 1,000 pliant 
species, 260, or more, bird species, 75 reptiles 


50 native mammals,30 amphibians and one quarter 
of all the fresh water fish species in Australia. 
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More then 6000 insects have been identified, 
and still more to come. Kakadualso preserves’ 


in its wider area, some of our earliest Human 
culture going back to 20,000 years. Its galleries 
of rock art alone are some of the most fabulous 

in Australia. 

With some 60,000 visitors each year and mining 
the pressure is really being applied. Great 
Care must be taken in the mining industry and 
also in the buildings for tourism. 

This was an excellent film on this area, let us 
keep it that waye 

To our President Frank our thanks for two very 
interesting films. 


Anchor Plant Project. 


The sixmonthly report on progress has been made 
to the funding body, the Australian Bi-centennial 
Authority. Members have been informed of the 
fencing projects completed so far, and accounts. 
relating to those have been paid. 

Unfortunately one planting of seeds has not 
been successful, but seedlings and cuttings 
propagated at the State Nursery, Creswick are 
progressin ° 

Members, Will join ‘working bees' for control of 
weeds in the fenced areas are asked to inform the 
Secretarye 


eN.C.A. Campout Ballarat. | y 


A number of members have advised the committee 
of theif willingness to undertake roles in organ- 
isation and hosting during the weekend of July 
26 to 28. As sub-groups will be formed to tend 
to the various areas of activity, please nominate 
preferred group/s at the August Meeting. 


Across 

1 Elephant sound (7) 4 Colorado, Christmas and Harlequin (7) 9 Coypu 
or its fur (6) Fly, not flighty young girl! (6) 11 Tender shark? (5) 
12 one should .... the birds one sees (6) 13 Maybe almost refined fish 

(6) 14 Water grass (4) 15 Part of foliage (4) 18 Communal insects (4) 
19 Constant pain (4) 20 Cob or pen? (4) 21 Tough excrescence on skin 
(4) 23 Simians (4) Undergrpund rodent (4) 26 Country walk (6) Caspian 
Measked or Ringed? (6) 29 Major organ (5) Small animal with costly fur (6) 
31 Where to put your net to catch a Coelacanth (2,4) 32 Blubber can be 
a means of ..... food (7) 33 Obtained from Pimpinella anisum (7) 

Down 

1 Appendage of some climbing plants (7) 2 Type of pea (9) 3 Large S.Afr. 
Antelope (5) 5 Comfy duckling in this (9) 6 Descr. of many small animals (5) 
7 Supporters for broken limbs (7) 8 Variety of polecat (6) 16 Important per- 
iod of time (3) 17 Colour-changing reptile (9) Large Pythons (9) 21 Down - 
trodden bees? (7) 22 Important stock feed (6) 24 Some animals are thus camo- 
Flaged (7) 27 Wild rose bush (5) 28 It may be broad, medium or slender bill- 
ed (5) 


aS sehees 


Crossword No. 7 by Tantalus. 
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FAMILY _EPACRIDACEAE - CONTINUED. 


There are seven genera from this family found near Ball- 
arat and, usually, each genus has only one species. 


The meanings of the names of these genera often gives a 
clue to their major characteristics - viz :- 


Ep acris ( on a hill top ) impressa. Common Heath 
Brachyloma ( short fringe of hairs inside corolla tube ) 


ciliatum. Fringed Brachyloma 
Astroloma ( star-like fringe of hairs inside c.t. 

humifusum. Cranberry Heath 
Acrotriche ( hairs at summit of c. ) 

prostrata Trailing Ground Berry 
Leucopogon ( white beard in c. lobes ) 

virgatus Common Beard-heath 
Lissanthe ( smooth flowers - no beard ) 

strigosa Peach Heath . 


Monotoca ( one birth- ovary has one ovula) 


scoparia Prickly Brodtheath Fi 


KEYS = 
1. Style inserted into a agpaaaaciion in ovary; 
corolla glabrous Epacris 
1. Style becomes narrower after leaving ovary; 
corolla lobes and/or tubes with hairs 
2. Flowers with bracts and bracteoles 
3.Lower half of c. tuhe glabrous; 
lobes imbricate in bud i Brachyloma 
3.Lower half of c. tube has hairs; 
lobes valvate in bud 
4. Anthers and filaments enclosed in 
the erect base of c. lobes Astroloma 
2. Flowers subtended by a single bract and 2 bracteoles 
5. Anthers exserted from c. tube; 
c. lobes have tuft of hairs at base Acrotfiche 
“ 5. Anthers enclosed or only half exserted; 
c. lobes glabrous or bearded 
6. Subtending bract and 2 bracteoles 
inserted at the base of peduncle 
some distance from the calyx Lissanthe 


6. Subtending bracts and 2 bracteoles 
inserted immediately below calyx 
7. Corolla lobes glabrous; 
ovary one-celled Monotoca 
7. Corolla lobes sparsely to 
densely bearded inside; 


ovary 2 or more-celled Leucopogon 
We eTm eens ame e "oe ae ee ee ee eom H.H. 


‘Glabrous sounded the sort of word that would make a wonderful derogatory epithe 
I looked it up and it does! (T.B.) 


* The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 


v 
Terminal Trivia. 


More than 50,000 species of spider are known. The female generally lives .» 
longer than the male (No wonder when some of the females have a propensity 
for eating the males after having had their way with them!) Tarantulas 
have been known to live as long as fifteen years in captivity. 


